Traditional Culture Preservation Societies in Nakatsugawa
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Tono Kabuki Nakatsugawa Preservation Society
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It came into its current organization in 1965. Unique programs are available here.
They are active overseas in addition to regular performances in Japan.
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Performance: The first Sunday in March every year.
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Tokiwa-za Kabuki Preservation Society
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Founded in 1976. They hold regular perfor-

mances in March every year. They also focus on fostering successors by holding per-
formances in which local elementary and junior-high school students participate.
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Performance: The last Sunday in March every year.
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Hirukawa Kabuki Preservation Society
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They founded the society in 1990 and re-started activi-

ties. Their playhouse is a theater-type city hall, which is rare, and local people passionately
perform Kabuki every year.
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Performance: The third Sunday in October every year.
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Sakashita Kabuki Preservation Society
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Founded in 1966. They present annual performances

every year with their passion for Kabuki. They also engage in children’s Kabuki. The excellent
performances of Mr. Emisaburou Ichikawa have passed into legend.
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Performance: The second Sunday in November every year.
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Kashimo Kabuki Preservation Society
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Founded in 1973. The society performs Ji-Kabuki in which
local children also participate, primarily in the actors’ section. Performances are held every year in
September at Kashimo Meiji-za, a playhouse designated by the prefecture as an important tangible
folk cultural property, and receive many visitors from both inside and outside of the prefecture.
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Performance: The first Sunday in September every year.
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Ena Bunraku Preservation Society
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Ena Bunraku is designated as cultural property by Gifu
prefecture and also focuses on fostering successors as well as holding performances every year.
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Performance dedicated to the shrine in rites and festivals: September 29 every year (on the premises of Ena Shrine)
Venue: Ena Shrine (3786-1 Nakatsugawa, Nakatsugawa City)
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Agi Kabuki Preservation Society
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Records show that puppet theater was performed in the Agi region as far back as 1698. The
society formed in 1985 and has been actively performing plays ever since.

vhrEe I v 8L R P9 Nakatsugawa Tourist Information Center

Contact | wBEHHIHEIL-1 12Fb7 7 F1F  1F Nigiwai Plaza, 1-1 Sakae-machi, Nakatsugawa City, Gifu Prefecture

TEL 0573-62-2277 E-mail : info@nakatsugawa.town
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Tsukechicho Okinamai Preservation Society
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Tsukechi Town's Okina-mai dance has been performed as a | i
part of the autumn festival rituals for more than 300 years, which makes it c0n51derably older than
other such traditions throughout the country.
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Performance dedicated to the shrine in rites and festivals: The third Sunday in September (Inquiry required)
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Town of Ji-Kabukai,

Nakatsugawa
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Emisaburou Ichikawa,
Tourist Ambassador of Nakatsugawa City

The best part of Ji-Kabuki is the sense of unity between stage
and audience.

Audiences throw Ohineri (money wrapped in a paper) and
cheer actors for their great performances and the actors warm
up to the performance! These exchanges of energetic spirit are
the foundation of local entertainment. I think Ji-Kabuki is an

absolutely energetic spirit that is woven between persons.

Bornin Sakashita, Nakatsugawa City. Delivered great performances like an adult actoras a popular
member of the Sakashita Kabuki Preservation Society in his childhood. In 1986, started to study
under the Third Ennosuke Ichikawa (currently Enno), took the name of Third Emisaburou Ichikawa,
and actively performing female roles.

Nakatsugawa and
Ji-Kabuki

F What is Ji-Kabuki?

Kabuki is a traditional Japanese performing art with a long history dating back to the
Edo period and it is registered as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Kabuki was often
performed in Edo (now Tokyo) and in the Kansai area and it started to be performed
in local areas as “Kai-Shibai (Kabuki performed in local areas by professional actors).”
Local people who admired plays by professional actors were not satisfied with only
viewing them and started to enjoy performing Kabuki themselves. This was the start of
Ji-Kabuki.

Today, more than 200 groups are engaging in preservation activities in Japan. 30 of
these groups exist in Gifu prefecture and Gifu prefecture is known as the place where
Ji-Kabuki is most actively performed in Japan.

Nakatsugawa, Where the Road Carries
the Aroma of Culture

In the Edo period, Kabuki and Joururi plays (Japanese puppet shows) toured through-
out Japan. Influenced by these tours, many plays were performed by townspeople and
farmers in Nakatsugawa.

It is recorded that many playhouses were built in Nakatsugawa City and the town
grew prosperous through entertainment with plays; and Danjuro Ichikawa, Nakazo
Nakamura, and other Kabuki actors left their mark in Nakatsugawa-Juku (Nakatsugawa
post town).

A Town Passing Down Traditional Culture,
Nakatsugawa

Ji-Kabuki, Joururi plays, Shishi-Shibai (a play performed by actors dressed up as a lion),
and other traditional art performances are preserved and passed down in many places
in Nakatsugawa City. This is an appeal of Nakatsugawa, a place for entertainment.
Ji-Kabuki is regularly performed by five preservation societies every year and the
stage where actors and audience are united through the play is always filled with
enthusiasm.
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There are six playhouses along National
Routes 257 and 256, that connects Nakat-
sugawa City and Gero City. Ji-kabuki and
Japanese traditional cultures are active in
this area.

These roads are expected to become sites
for sightseeing and travel from the Station
of the Linear Chuo Shinkansen, which will
be built in Nakatsugawa City in 2027, to the
Gero area.

Cities, etc. along the Ji-Kabuki Road:
Nakatsugawa City, Gero City, Shirakawa
Town, and Higashi Shirakawa Village
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Linear Chuo Shinkansen

RR~ZERMER I =7 RIBRA 2027 EICHE
L =7 DR FRNHICEELET FR)IH SRR (R
NDETHIS8S BHEETIIHI 13D DEEBICRVET,

The Linear Chuo Shinkansen that connects Tokyo and Nagoya will
open in 2027 and one of the stations of the Linear Chuo Shinkansen
will be established in Nakatsugawa City. It will be approximately 58
minutes from Nakatsugawa to Tokyo (Shinagawa) and approximately
13 minutes to Nagoya.
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Gero City
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Houo-za Kabuki
Preservation Society
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Kashimo Kabuki
Preservation Society
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Higashi Shirakawa Village | Higashi-Shirakawa

Kabuki Preservation Society
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Azuma-za Kabuki
Preservation Society
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Shirakawa Town
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Tokiwa-za Kabuki
Preservation Society
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Magome-Juku
(post town)
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It is a theater-style playhouse in a farming village and was built by local
volunteers in 1894. A drastic renovation was carried out in 2015.
Observation is available. Please contact us in advance.
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0573-79-3611 (DL HERSREE)  HiR)IITHINF84793-2
Address: 4793-2 Kashimo, Nakatsugawa City
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i) IR BRI IULEE Designated as a Nakatsugawa City Important Cultural Property.
It was built in 1901 and renovated and transferred to the current site in 1949.

Currently, it is used for local activities as a theater-style community hall.
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It is a playhouse built by local people in 1889 and
was refurbished in 1991.
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Address: 1584-2 Kurokawa, Shirakawa Town, Kamo-gun
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A playhouse that was built on the premises of Tokiwa Shrine in 1891.

Observation is available. Please contact us in advance.
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0573-72-2144GERAREE)  #:#)IH&EL1025-4
Address: 1025-4 Takayama, Nakatsugawa City

Playhouses
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Higashimino Fureai Center Kabuki Hall
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A modern playhouse equipped with facilities so that local entertainment, Kabuki,

dramas, and small concerts can be performed.

| #2)IHHFIN1683-797  Address: 1683-797 Nasubigawa, Nakatsugawa City
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National-Designated Important Tangible Folk Cultural Properties

The stage, which had existed since the Edo period,
was rebuilt in today's form in 1890.

TamrfEFER3322
Address: 3322 Aza-Miyabora, Kadowasa, Gero City
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Gifu Prefecture-Designated Tangible Folk Cultural Properties

It was transferred to the current site in 1827. A

typical playhouse structure.

TEHHEE711-1
Address: 711-1 Mimayano, Gero City
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A very rare mountain castle in Japan that was built using large natural
rocks. An observation deck is installed in the ruins of the castle tower
today and you can enjoy a beautiful landscape including Mt. Ena and
Kiso River.

fERR - RR)NIHEAR2897-2 FEH EAELEKRE 0573-66-8181
Address: 2897-2 Naegi, Nakatsugawa City

So Many Places to Visit!
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Enjoy hiking by visiting five falls. It is a reccommended mysterious area where you
can enjoy throughout four seasons, including camping in summer and beautiful
colored leaf in autumn.

fEFRFIE)IE)IE1057-4 MG  SRQERERAA YOUEEE 0573-74-2144
Address: 1057-4 Kawaue, Nakatsugawa City
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Nakatsugawa, Introduced by Local Kabuki Actors I
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Magome-Juku
(post town)
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A post town on the Nakasendo Road. It still has a taste of the Edo period

and is characterized by stone-paved streets and hills. Hiking between

Tsumago and Magome is popular.

{EPR: E)NIHHEEE4A300-1 FIEH  BREENREMNA 0573-69-2336
Address: 4300-1 Magome, Nakatsugawa City
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Breathtaking views with emerald-green,
clear-water streams. Hiking to visit three
stunning waterfalls is popular.

{EPR: RIR)ITHTAAT6-39 RAE {FAMETERNXIRS 0573-82-4737
Address: 6-39 Tsukechi-cho, Nakatsugawa City
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One of Japan’s three most famous hot springs. A

hot spring town that harmonizes the prosperity
from entertaining and a mountain village

atmosphere. It is a popular sightseeing area.
EFF TEHFHR922-6 MAE TREREREKHS 0576-24-1000  Address: 922-6 Mori, Gero City
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on video. Eh Three Post Towns in Nakatsugawa

Local Nakatsugawa Cuisine

What Amazing Views! Nakatsugawa Local Kabuki, the Best in Japan!

Mok B8 SN S
Rokuza-Rokuzo (Six Playhouses and Six Sake Breweries)
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Created through collaboration between Ji-Kabuki and six local sake
brands (their proud local sake), each with more than 100 years of history
in the community.An original label from Nakasendo-Ohga (Liquor
Store). The actors’ pictures represent the flavor of each type of sake.
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Kuri-Kinton (candied
chestnuts), a Japanese
confectionery repre-
senting Nakatsugawa

A>3 Ka-Be-Su
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Ka-Be-Su was another fun thing to do during Kabuki since the old days. Its name comes from
the initial syllable of Kashi (snacks), Bento (lunch box), and Sushi. Plays and food have been

inseparable since the old days.

Access
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Goods Specially Made for
Kashimo Meiji-za

2 LWHRET L2 FIZAL
LAY i, TR
W EO L~ R X
fliorz. FHILLHATHA
DI b o IIRET T,

Original products available only at Kashimo Meiji-za Excellent items
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using tomatoes and cypress that are specialty products of Kasihmo area.

Souvenirs and Food
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Gifu-Jiman Gonin-Otoko
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This baked confectionery uses lumps of brown
sugar and its design is based on Ji-Kabuki. The

coarse-sugar texture accentuates the confectionery.

*May be unavailable at certain times.
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A souvenir and gift shop located right next to JR Nakatsugawa Station.

Sells roughly 1,000 different local specialties, including confectioneries
from long-standing Japanese confectionery shops in Nakatsugawa.
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At PRIIHBEARN - ICEDOVIFER 0573-62-2277
Address: 1F Nigiwai Plaza, 1-1 Sakae-machi,Nakatsugawa City

Contact: Nakatsugawa Tourist Information Center 0573-62-2277
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