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Good Job!!
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We Who Live on Social Media

How much media do you use in one day? Today, we have many kinds of
media, like social media, TV, and newspapers. Have you ever seen fake
information when you used these media? Have you ever believed information
that had no evidence? We who live in today must find the right information and
getit. I think it is important to have that ability.

Fake information is a problem all over the world. One example that comes to
mind is the toilet paper shortage in 2020. During that time, people were in panic
because of COVID-19. On social media, a message said, “Toilet paper is made
of the same material as masks, so it will be out of stock like masks.” Many
people believed this and bought a lot of toilet paper.  As a result, toilet paper really did run out.

One reason this fake information spread was the fear caused by the pandemic. When everyone is
in panic, worried people may believe any information. According to Japan’s Ministry of Internal
Affairs and Communications, people have something called “confirmation bias.” This means we
believe the information we want to believe. In this case, people were afraid that things would run
out like masks, so they believed another fake message: ‘““You must buy toilet paper now.”

There are many other examples of confirmation bias. For example, some people said, “Drinking
green tea can prevent coronavirus,” or “Eating natto helps stop the virus.” The reason fake
information spreads so fast is how quick social media can share things. Social media is a useful tool
that lets anyone easily share their thoughts. But its downside is that any information—true or
false—can spread. On the internet, what influencers or famous people spreads soon. If an influencer
shares fake information, chaos can happen, just like with the toilet paper case. That is why we must
check information carefully.

Also, dangerous messages appear on social media. Not everyone online is good. Some people
use social media to trick others. Recently, posts offering “dark part-time jobs” have appeared, and
some people get caught in scam schemes.

In conclusion, social media does not only share correct information. It also shares lies from bad
people and messages that push you into crime. These messages often look like real news. But
social media is very convenient and essential for life today. That is why I think it is important to
have the power to judge what is true and to get the correct information.
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